
The MARKINGS 
And how are they to hear without someone preaching?  
And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the 
good news!” - Romans 10:14-15 

Preaching. It’s a task that every pastor takes 

seriously. It’s a task that requires hard work, deep study of 

the Scriptures, and knowing the people you are 

proclaiming to. At the seminary, it’s one of the first courses 

you take because of the importance of the task. Week in 

and week out, pastors prepare to proclaim God’s Word to 

God’s people. It’s an honor, and certainly it’s something 

we don’t take lightly.  

In a couple weeks, I will get to deliver my first sermon here at St. Mark’s. 

Don’t worry, it’s not my first sermon ever. Unfortunately, my classmates at the 

seminary had to sit through that one. But it is the first time I will get to preach at 

the place where I have been called. Over these first few weeks, I have begun 

getting to know some of you. Many of you have shared stories, encouraging words, 

and have already reminded me just how incredible our God is. To proclaim that 

same God on Sunday morning is both a joy and an honor. 

Pastor Eric and I recently sat down to plan out our sermon series that will 

start on Rally Day, September 13th. The title of the series is “Personal Space.” 

Together we will look at different spaces where God revealed Himself and where 

he continues to reveal Himself. We will explore different stories where God shows 

up in the lives of His people and learn from the different spaces He occupies. Over 

eight weeks, we will dive into the story, beginning in the Garden when God created 

time and space and ending by reflecting on the space of the New Heavens and the 

New Earth where our hope is surely secured. I look forward to diving into the 

different stories and connecting God’s eternal truth to your life. 

At the beginning of Romans, Paul describes the Gospel as “the power of 

God for salvation to everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16). In chapter ten, he 

reminds the Romans that they hear the good news from those God sends to 

proclaim it. Whether it’s me, Pastor Gary, Pastor Eric, or whomever else God has 

called to proclaim that news to you, always remember, the power comes from His 

Word alone. I look forward to proclaiming that powerful Word in the coming 

weeks, months, and years ahead.  

 
- Pastor Joe  
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YOUTH PROGRAMS AT ST. MARK’S 

RALLY DAY (the kickoff of Sunday Youth Programs) IS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13. NEW THIS YEAR – PREK-8TH GRADE 
YOUTH AND PARENTS - PLEASE GO TO THE FELLOWSHIP HALL AT 9:15AM FOR AN INTRODUCTION OF THE 
TEACHING STAFF. FROM HERE, THE STUDENTS WILL BE DISMISSED WITH THEIR TEACHERS TO THEIR ROOMS AND 
THE PARENTS WILL MOVE TO THE SANCTUARY FOR OUR PARENT/GUARDIAN ORIENTATION MEETING. Nursery 
for 0–3-year-olds will be open at 9:15AM. 

Sunday School  
We will begin Sunday School for PreK - 5th grade students on Rally Day (Sunday, September 13). Sunday School is a 

highly effective way for children to familiarize themselves with the names and stories of the Bible, and all St. Mark's 

kids are strongly encouraged to attend regularly. 

Middle School Christian Growth  

Christian Growth will begin on Rally Day (Sunday, September 13) for all students in grades 6-8. The purpose of this 

time is for students to grow in their faith together as they navigate the turbulent waters of Middle School. It’s such 

an important time for a child to stay grounded in faith, as so many other parts of life can seem up in the air.  

Midweek  

Midweek is a program for 4th-7th grade students that takes place on Wednesday nights during the school year from 

6:45pm – 8:00pm. Midweek will start up on September 16. This is a fun, intentional time for students to gather and 

dive deep into what it means to be a Christian and part of the church. Students should NOT expect an hour-long 

lecture after they’ve been in school all day. Midweek is a fun and engaging time focused on growth as a child of God 

and fellowship with other believers.   

Confirmation  

Confirmation for 8th graders takes place on Wednesday nights from 6:45-8pm during the school year. Class begins 

on September 16. Confirmation is an intentional point in a journey that began for your youth in the waters of Baptism 

and continues on into the rest of their lives.  Confirmation is confirming what God has done in the life of the 

Catechumen.  God has made them His children and surrounded them with family, sponsors, and a church that has 

raised them up in the faith that is being confirmed in the promises of God.  Sunday School and Midweek programs 

are the church's intentional effort to equip the parents and youth to arrive at Confirmation.  Every 8th grader and 

one parent is required to attend each class, complete the assigned homework, and prepare for the Final 

Questioning at the end of the year.  Upon being confirmed, a life of faith is then entrusted to our youth, and we 

pray that they will continue to run the race that is set before them.  

High School 

High School Youth Nights take place on Wednesday evenings from 6:45-8pm (starting September 16) and are a 

time for fellowship and community. There will be several service opportunities and fun excursions throughout the 

year as well on these nights. High School Bible Study will join with adult Bible study this year in the Fellowship Hall 

on Sundays from 9:15am-10am beginning on September 13. 

Nursery 

Nursery for 0–3-year-olds is in the Family Room beginning September 13 from 9:15am-10:15am. 
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Preschool 
“News and Highlights” 

 

SUMMER GREETINGS!  It seems hard to believe that it is already the month of August!  Our teaching staff will soon 
return to make preparations for the start of another school year as we prepare to welcome many new students to 
our St. Mark’s Preschool Family! 

SUMMER CAMP:  Our third week of Summer Camp was “Classic Tales and Timeless Adventures” led by 

Mrs. Arneson.  The students made lots of fun projects as they learned these popular fairy tales: 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Jack and the Beanstalk, The Three Little Pigs, and Little Red Riding 

Hood.  They also learned these Bible stories and positive character traits that related well to the fairy 

tales:  The Good Samaritan, David and Goliath, Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls in Jerusalem, and The Calling of Samuel.    

Mrs. Berens led our last Summer Camp on July 27-30 where the students learned about God’s wonderful creation 

of “Animals of the Land, Sea, and Sky” with special emphasis on the Story of Creation and Noah’s Ark.  They had fun 

doing animal hunts in the Gym Room and spotted some creatures outdoors, as well.     

All four of our Summer Camps were very well-attended, and our teachers did an amazing job leading so many 

fun and engaging activities!  For many of the students who attended, it was their first preschool experience.  It was 

a great way for them to make new friends, get to know the teachers, and prepare them for their preschool class in 

the fall!      

ENROLLMENT UPDATE:    As of July 23, 2026, enrollment is:  

• 2-day class: 16 students  

• 3-day class: 11 students 

• 4-day class: 17 students 

• 5-day class: 16 students  

• Before and After School Care: 16 students 
  

We still have a few spots available, specifically in our 3-day class, and we have some flexibility for families still 
wanting to enroll for two days as well.  If you or someone you know is interested in enrolling a 3 or 4 year old child, 
visit our St. Mark’s website: www.stmarkswausau.org or contact me for enrollment information.    

STAFFING: We are still in need of a Lead Teacher for our 5-day morning class.  The scheduled hours can 
range from 20 hours up to 29.5 hours.  Please pray that God would lead that person to us soon!  If you 
or someone you know might be interested in this position, please contact me as soon as possible for 
more information.  

UPCOMING DATES:  Preschool Families should mark these important dates on their calendars:   

• Open House:  Wednesday, August 26 from 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.  

• Parent Orientation Meeting:  Tuesday, September 1 – 6:30 p.m. 

• First Days of School & Parent Coffee:  Wednesday, September 2 & Thursday, September 3 

• First Day of Childcare:  Friday, September 4  

YARD SIGNS: Have you picked up your PRESCHOOL YARD SIGN yet? They are available to anyone who would like to 
help us advertise.  Pick up a sign and stake at the table in the gathering area, place it in your yard, and let the 
advertising begin!               

As always, we thank the congregation for its continued support of our preschool! 

Mrs. Cathy Page, Preschool Director 
715-848-5511, ext. 7 
cpage@stmarkslcms.org 

http://www.stmarkswausau.org/
mailto:cpage@stmarkslcms.org
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Veterans Free Coffee & Conversation at the Merrill Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street. Drop in for a cup. This 
is an every Thursday, 10:00-11:30 am, get together for veterans to relax and chat with other vets. No 
rules, come and go as you please.  

Share Your Musical Gifts in Worship 

Do you enjoy singing or playing an instrument? We invite musicians of all ages and experience 
levels to share their God-given talents during our worship services. Whether you’re a child, youth, or 
adult, we’d love to help you find an opportunity to participate. 

If you feel called to glorify God through music, please contact Matt Rhyner, Contemporary Leader 
or Dan Page, Worship Coordinator. We look forward to worshiping together as we use our gifts to 
praise the Lord! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Gathering- Wausau Museum of Contemporary Art 

On Tuesday, August 25th, we are heading over to the Wausau Museum of Contemporary Art, located in the historic 
Wausau Club at 309 McClellan Street in downtown Wausau. We will take a docent tour of the gallery and building. 
Admission to the museum is free. We will meet at the museum at 12:30 pm.  

Following the museum, we will have time for fellowship in downtown Wausau. Please make plans to join us.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

       Over the next few Markings, we'll highlight the quilters. This productive group has a system where 
each of them has a talent that contributes to a finished quilt. Last month, the "cutters" were 
highlighted. That's the start of the process. This month, we'll share the fabulous contributions of the 
crew that sews the cut-up squares together to make lovely quilt tops. 
       This group includes Lynn Schroeder, Joyce Nelson, Bev Sturm, Joan Crisman, Joyce Burish, Jean 
Cork, Nancy Cloutier, Sarah Hill, Kristen Novitch, Gail Krieg, Linda Jagodinski, Sharon Rezin, Susan 
Stromeroski, and Maryann Lindyh. 

    The quilt tops are sewn together at home and brought to church for further finishing. 
    Thank you for your imagination, talent, and dedication. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Grief Education - “The Grief Slump” 

“Grief Is a Lot Like a Hot Air Balloon” is an original grief-support program by Nan Zastrow that gently reframes the 

journey of loss through the imagery of flight. Just as a balloon drifts on winds it cannot steer, those who are grieving 

often feel carried by forces beyond their control — lifted by moments of hope and pulled down into the heavy “grief 

slumps” of exhaustion, sorrow, and weariness. 

Rather than fighting the wind, the program invites participants to surrender to the path and notice how a little distance 

can shrink even the largest pain into something they can see beyond. Through story, metaphor, and reflection, it offers 

comfort, perspective, and the quiet reassurance that what brings us down for a while can take us up again — and that 

life can still be good. 

In person at The Landing ~ August 18 ~ 3:30-4:30 p.m.  /  Virtual- August 20 ~ 6:00-7:00 pm 

Register online www.wingsgrief.org or call 715-845-4159 Nan Zastrow 

 

Changes in the Works 
We are transitioning to electronic distribution of The Markings by 2027. We understand that some members prefer to 

receive a printed copy, and we are happy to accommodate those requests. If you would like to continue receiving a paper 

copy, please email Jean at jdrake@stmarkslcms.org. Also, please email Jean if you do not think she has your current 

email address or cell phone number. 

*If you have already contacted the office regarding your preference, you do not need to call again * 

 

http://www.wingsgrief.org/
mailto:jdrake@stmarkslcms.org
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Worship Notes 
First Sermon…. 
Pastor Joe will deliver his inaugural sermon on August 2 and August 5. These services will be a wonderful 

opportunity to welcome him and Alyssa into our church.  

Let us extend our warmest greetings and support to Joe and Alyssa as they embark on this new journey with 

us. We are grateful for their excitement to serve and are eager to see how God will work through them in the days 

ahead.  

• August 16: Special music by string duo: violinist Mary Premeau and cellist Amy Raddatz, along with  

selective singers from the Wausau Lyric Choir.  

• August 23: 10:30 Outdoor Service at Riverside Park, Wausau 

• August 30: Gospel service: band and organ songs of praise  

• September 13: Rally Day! Celebration Services. 

• September 20: Special music: solo trumpeter, Chad Premeau ~ Classical selections  

...and we are just getting started. Our Sunday School and Preschool students will also add to our worship from 

time to time this fall and much more to come in October through December. Don’t miss a Sunday or Wednesday 

service. I am blessed to serve the Lord with you.  

To God be the glory.  

Serve in Worship 
Our worship services are made meaningful not only through prayer and music, but also through the faithful 

service of our volunteers. Whether you’re welcoming people at the door, assisting during worship, or helping 

prepare the sanctuary, there is a place for you to serve. 

We are currently looking for volunteers to serve as: 

• Greeters – Welcome members and visitors with a friendly smile and help everyone feel at home. 

• Ushers – Assist with seating, the offering, and ensuring worship services run smoothly. 

• Readers (Lectors) – Share God’s Word by reading the Scripture lessons during worship. 

• Communion Assistants – Help distribute Holy Communion during our services. 

• Altar Guild Members – Prepare the altar for worship and care for the communion vessels.  

No experience is necessary—we’re happy to provide guidance and training. Whether you can serve once a 

month or more often, your time and gifts are a blessing to our church family.  

If you feel called to serve in any of these ministries, please come to a short informal meeting on WEDNESDAY, 

AUGUST 27 at 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. CHILDCARE WILL BE AVAILABLE IF NEEDED. Thank you for considering 

this opportunity to share your gifts and help make our worship services welcoming and meaningful for everyone. If 

you want to learn more but cannot make this meeting, contact Dan Page, Worship Coordinator.  

 
 We are ready to kick off our third year of “Meet Me at the Well Mondays!”  We are looking 

forward to seeing you at our first meeting on Monday, September 21st.  We will meet from 7:00-

8:30pm at St. Mark’s.  

Thank you to all of the women that attended last year’s events! Women of all ages are welcome 

to attend. It is fun to meet new people and share with each other our walks with Jesus. The Bible 

study is not sequential, so if you can’t make it one month, you will still be right on track to continue your learning 

from this series. Feel free to bring a friend! 

“Meet Me at the Well Mondays” are an opportunity for the women of St. Mark’s to grow closer to God, fellowship 

with one another, and participate in community service events.  If you have any questions, please call Kristen at  

715-966-4172.  We hope to see you there! 

Future “Meet Me at the Well Monday” Dates: Monday, October 19, 2026, and Monday, November 16, 2026. 

 



P a g e  | 6 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church The Markings August 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Merrill– “Living River” Concert in the Park 
Saturday, August 8th at 6:00 PM at Normal Park, 500 N. Center Ave in Merrill. Bring your lawn chairs and 
refreshments.  Living River’s mission is to share the love of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, with their music, and 
to proclaim His gift of salvation and eternal life. Volunteers from Aspirus Merrill Hospital will be selling hamburgers, 
brats, chips and soda.  

Son-Shine Bible Study 

 During the month of July, many have taken the daily scripture reading challenge and have found it to be 

very eye-opening as we have read some scriptures for the first time.  Even if you have missed a few days or are 

having trouble getting started, we’re encouraging one another to read daily. Chronological Bible reading plans are 

on the credenza. Pick one up and you can begin anytime.   

 We will get together for group study again with Praying the Names of God on August 5th.  Our weekly studies 

will include: ‘God Most High’, ‘The Lord is My Shepherd’, and ‘Light of the World’.  We meet on Wednesday 

afternoons, 1:00-2:30 in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome to join us. 
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Mission Corner: Hearts in Action 
Connecting Our Church to Outreach Opportunities 

Welcome to our Mission Corner—a dedicated space in our newsletter highlighting the outreach efforts and 

opportunities that connect our church family with our broader community and the world. Each month, we’ll share 

updates, stories, and ways you can get involved in making a positive impact through missions. 

Spotlight: Blessing Bags 

Our Mission Corner shines a spotlight on those in need in our community with Blessing Bags for the unhoused or 

those down on their luck. Feel free to take one to keep it in your vehicle to hand it out to someone in need. 

Spotlight: The Babies Place at The Neighbors Place 

The Neighbors Place has a program for new mothers and their babies to provide diapers and products to help care 

for them. We are doing a summer diaper drive for babies and toddlers. Please bring in packages of diapers:  

Newborn to Size 7 and Pull Ups Size 2T – 5T. 

Spotlight: Orphan Grain Train 

              ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN NEEDS: 

Sewing Supplies, School Supplies, (used crayons, pencils, markers, ½ used notebooks), Gently Used Backpacks, 

Children’s Summer Clothes, Men’s Summer Clothes 

How You Can Help 

• Take a Blessing Bag to keep in your vehicle to give to a person in need 

• Bring in a package of diapers or pull ups for The Babies Place 

• Bring in items for Orphan Grain Train 

Pray for our mission projects and those we serve. 

Let’s continue to be the hands and feet of Christ, sharing love and hope through mission work.  

Stay tuned to the Mission Corner for more ways to serve and stories of impact! 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations...” – Matthew 28:19 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Hagar House 

The Hagar House 2026 5K Color Run/Walk will be held on Saturday, September 19th, at Doepke Park beginning 

at 9 AM. Run/Walk through the beautiful streets of Rib Mountain. This event will help raise money to support The 

Hagar House and its mission to help free single mothers from cycles of crisis through a Christ-centered community. 

The event is kid & stroller friendly so bring out the entire family to enjoy and support a great cause, but please leave 

your furry friends at home.  Registration will be open until midnight on September 18th; however, if registering on 

or after September 3rd, a T-shirt may not be guaranteed, so please register early and reserve your appropriate  

T-shirt size. If you have any questions, please contact Pam Fromm at 715-409-8879. 

Currently there are 4 families residing at The Hagar House, including 7 children. One of the moms will be moving 

into the new transitional apartments this summer. She has made so much progress, and the team at the Hagar 

House is excited about this next step in her journey. As applicants are interviewed to fill the empty rooms, please 

pray for guidance and wisdom for the leadership team. 
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

600 Stevens Drive 

Wausau, WI  54401-2977 

715-848-5511 
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Find us on Facebook! 

We are on the Web! 

http://stmarkswausau.org/ 

 

September MARKINGS Deadline 

The deadline to submit articles and  
announcements for the September  
edition of the MARKINGS will be  
August 20th at 10am. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 OFFICIAL ACTS— July 2026 

BAPTIMS 
Jaqueline Joyce Kail  7/5/2026 

Hayden Matthew Mayer 7/12/2026 

Miles Thomas Mattmiller 7/19/2026 

Jailynn Marie Mielke  7/26/2026 

 

 

Monday, Sept 7th 
OFFICE CLOSED 

http://stmarkswausau.org/
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