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The MARKINGS  

Greetings St. Mark’s Families! 
  
It’s hard to believe almost two years have gone by since I joined the ministry 
team at St. Mark’s. I am so thankful for the relationships that have been built 
for my family and so many members of this place. 
  
When I began in June of 2022, my position of Director of Family Ministry was in 
many ways left open-ended, as Pastor Eric and I explored the immense  
potential of this ministry for the glory of God. As I look back at my short time 
here so far, it’s incredible to see the amount of ways God is choosing to move 
in this place. In just two years, well over 100 people have joined St. Mark’s. 
High School mission trips, Bible study, Vacation Bible School, and family 
events like Trivia Night have all started up while existing programs like Sunday 
School and Midweek have increased in attendance. The expansion of our  
preschool program continues to open up more opportunities for our ministry. 
We raised over $60k for a new welcome sign that was installed in March. 
Thanks be to God as He continues to grow this ministry in these and many 
more ways! 
  
While my role at St. Mark’s continues to be very fluid, I have spent about half of 
my time developing and leading ministry programs, and half my time working 
behind the scenes in an administrative/operational role. Operational pieces 
include website development, negotiating the welcome sign purchase,  
welcome sign content, general marketing and communications, and  
=developing systems ministerially that unify the people of St. Mark’s toward  
accomplishing our mission of Reaching the Lost and Strengthening the Saved. 
  
Pastor Eric and the governance team have recognized how critical it is to have 
such systems in place with membership continuing to rise and the incredible 
amount of volunteers and eager leaders we have among the congregation.  
Because of this, my role at St. Mark’s is going to pivot into a Director of Ministry 
Operations position. Many of the tasks associated with this new role I am  
already doing, but additional pieces would include serving as a staff liaison to 
governance and the trustees, strategic planning, and becoming more involved 
in overseeing the operational affairs of the church. Taking on these  
responsibilities will create space for Pastor Eric to focus on his call to  
shepherd the people through the Word and Sacraments as well as galvanize 
both the church and preschool, as we are all one ministry. 
  
~ Blaine Welch 
Director of Family Ministry 
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2024 Confirmands 

Kylie Anklam (John 15:5) - “I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is that bears 

much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” 

Ava Downing (Exodus 15:2) - “The LORD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, 

and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him.” 

Emma Downing (John 14:27) - “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.  

Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 

Jacob Emon (Deuteronomy 3:22) - “You shall not fear them, for it is the LORD your God who fights for you.”   

Cadence Gardipee (Matthew 28:20) - "Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.” 

Kailee Gardipee (Isaiah 40:3) - “A voice cries: In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the  

desert a highway for our God.” 

Seth Grosskreutz (Luke 11:28) - "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it." 

Jonathon Gutowski, Jr. (Matthew 6:33) - “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be added to you.”  

Ashlynn Haderlein (Exodus 15:2) - “The LORD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my 

God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him.” 

Julia Hauan (Philippians 2:3) -  “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 

yourselves.” 

Cole Kennedy (Proverbs 30:5) - “Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.” 

John Kraft (Psalm 37:5) - “Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act.” 

Mason Mengel (1 John 1:19) - “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness.”  

Madison Naranjo (Exodus 15:2) - “The LORD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my 

God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him.” 

Lillianna Pikorz (Exodus 15:2) - “The LORD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my 

God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him.” 

Grace Punke (Psalm 46:1) - “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” 

Gavin Svacina (Revelation 2:10) - “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.” 

Gabriella Werner (Revelation 2:10) - “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.” 

Ushers Needed! 

Calling all men and women of St. Mark’s. We are in need of ushers at ALL services.  
Prayerfully consider joining this opportunity to serve.  

Responsibilities: greet attendees, hand out bulletins, collect offerings.  

Rotational time commitment and training available.  

Inquiries contact: Dan Page, 715-921-0404. Call or text.   
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Mother’s Day Worship 
Sunday, May 12  ~ 8:00 & 10:30 

Theme: Aspects of a Godly Woman 

On this special occasion, we take a moment to pay tribute and thank God for the women in 
our lives. God has blessed us with mothers, whether past or present, who have impacted our 
lives. Mothers are the first to encourage us when we feel discouraged, comfort us when we 
hurt, and celebrate our successes. Their selflessness and sacrificial love knows no limits. 
Every woman in attendance will receive a special gift. Featuring special musicians 
and specific themed hymns.  

Thrivent IMPACT 2024 report to the congregation. 

On April 11th, 2024, we held the inaugural Thrivent Members of St. Mark’s conference, called IMPACT 2024. I want 
to thank all members who attended the fellowship. We were pleased with the 40 person turnout and are already 
looking forward to our next event. Impact 2024 is a call to action for all Thrivent members to take advantage of 
the funds available to us.  Each Thrivent member has $500 for your use annually. Simply choose a cause that is 
dear to your heart and that will help inspire generosity. The types of projects you can do are unlimited but can be 
as simple as buying and delivering groceries to a person or group in need. Just apply for $250 at a time and begin 
your “Action Team” event. Imagine the impact we could have on our community. 262 St. Mark’s Thrivent  
members times $250 twice per year = $132,000. If you want to make an Impact, contact me or the church office.  
We will assist in any way we can. You can also log-in to Thrivent.com and search Generosity/Action Teams. My 
dream is that St. Mark’s leads Marathon County in Action Teams completed for 2024 and beyond. Let’s get  
started! 

Son-Shine Bible Study 
Our new study, “In the Footsteps of the Savior-Following Jesus Through the Holy Land” by Max Lucado, 

begins May 1st. This six-week study with DVD takes us to 6 locations in the Holy Land and includes narratives of 
what Jesus did while there and the impact for us.   

• May 1:  Capernaum – Following Jesus when you doubt 
• May 8:  Sea of Galilee – Following Jesus in your storms 
• May 15:  Mount of Beatitudes – Following Jesus when you worry 
• May 22:  Temple Steps – Following Jesus…and only Jesus 
• May 29:  Garden Tomb – Following Jesus when you need hope 
• June 5:  Caesarea By the Sea – Following Jesus when you need grace 
You are welcome to join us for any or all of these studies!      

Sewing Workshop 
We made amazing progress sewing shorts and backpacks in April! Thank you to our many faithful  

workers!  We will continue sewing backpacks and shorts, on May 7th, 9:00-11:30, in the Fellowship Hall.  There are 
jobs for everyone – cutting, ironing, threading elastic and cord, and sewing. Join us…it’s fun! 

Haiti VBS 
Thank you to all who have already contributed to the collection of items for this year’s VBS program in 

Haiti. Bethanie has expressed the need for new or gently used children’s shoes (ages 3 – 12, sandals, flip flops, 
sneakers, crocs, etc.), t-shirts, tank tops, and socks, and new toothbrushes and children’s underwear.  They plan 
to make bracelets so stretchy string, cord, and beads are also needed. There is a donation box in the Narthex. We 
plan to collect items through May 8th.  
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~ From the Sewing Room ~ 

As we conclude the fall 2023 and winter 2024 sewing sessions, we now prepare for our May events: 
 May 5th: Present Confirmands quilts during 10:30 service 
 May 8th: Set out quilts starting at 9:00 am (and there are plenty!) 
 May 8th: Quilt Sale (5:00 - 6:00pm) 
 May 12th: Quilt Sale between services 

This past year we finished 272 quilts of various sizes. This amount of quilts requires a lot of materials. Please  
donate any new or gently used, clean sheets (fitted & flat; all sizes), mattress pads (used for middle), spools of 
thread (white is our fave!) fabric and yarn. We’re using heavier fabrics such as canvas and denim types for back-
packs.  

Please keep an eye out for these items at any rummage sales, thrift shops and estate sales during the summer 
months. Items may be brought to church and placed in the quilting room by our shelves. 

Call church or Joan Crisman (715-573-9801) for any questions or to coordinate large donations. 

We are sew grateful! 

Women’s Monthly Ministry  
Planning Committee Meeting 

Our St. Mark’s women’s event, “Meet Me At the 
Well” was well received, and we would like to keep the  
momentum going.  You are invited to attend a planning 
session on Wednesday, May 15th from 6:45-7:30 in 
the youth room following church.  We would like to 
start working on monthly planning ideas for "Meet Me 
at the Well” events starting next fall.  We are in the  
beginning planning stages so all ideas are welcome!   If 
you have further questions, please contact Kristen 
Novitch @ 715-966-4172.  We are looking forward to 
seeing you there.   

Memorial Day Weekend - Patriotic Service  
Sunday, May 26 ~ 9:00am service  

Theme: “Save Your People, Bless Our Land” 
We will be celebrating our God-given freedom, honoring 
our veterans, and thanking God for how blessed we are. 
This service acknowledges that because of (and 
through) God’s redeemed people, a nation 
experiences God’s blessings. We will be 
featuring special musicians and familiar 
patriotic hymns.  
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I am SO EXCITED to share all of the wonderful things happening in our Preschool world! 

 

GRANDPARENTS DAY:  We had a wonderful time celebrating Grandparents Day on April 24th 
and 25th.  Our grand guests joined us for Chapel, a short program of songs and a fingerplay by 

the preschoolers, and a rotation of four activity stations.  Grandparents participated with their 
grandchildren in making a stained glass butterfly craft, decorating cookies for snack, having a 
photo taken, reading books together, and visiting the classroom and gym room. Special 
thanks to Sheri Mayer for making the yummy cutout cookies for us.   

HATCH WATCH:  The preschoolers were on a “hatch watch” for several weeks as they learned how chicken 
and duck eggs hatch in an incubator.  We hatched 26 chicks and are anxiously waiting for the duck eggs to 
hatch very soon.  The students loved holding the chicks and listening to their peeping sounds.  Some of our 
preschool students were even able to give them homes.  Special thanks to Cara Spatz and Michelle Berens 
for coordinating this special project for us. 

PLAYGROUND UPDATE:  We are SO THANKFUL to everyone who donated toward our Preschool Playground 
Update.  We were blessed with a $2,000 donation by the Wausau Noon Optimists.  Our new fence is  
scheduled to be installed in mid-May.   We are so grateful for the Trustees and other volunteers who  
removed the old fence and have been working hard to prepare for the fence installation, new riding track, 

and sandbox.  

SUMMER CAMP:  Registration is open for our NEW Summer Camp which runs from 
June 3 – August 16.   Three and four year old children will play and learn through 
weekly, themed units.  Full day or half day options are available.  Contact me or check 
our website for more information.  

ENROLLMENT:  Enrollment continues to go well!  Our 4-day class is full with a waiting list, and 

the 2-day and 3-day classes are filling up.  Our Before and After School Care program is  
increasing in enrollment as well.  We are so excited to welcome so many new students and 
their families in the fall!   

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES:  We are hiring a part-time teaching assistant for the 4-day class and also 
one or two part-time childcare staff.  Summer staff may also be needed.  If you or someone you know is  
interested, please contact me as soon as possible.   

YARD SIGNS:  The ground has thawed so now is the time to get your St. Mark’s Preschool yard sign.  Sign 
the sheet on the table in the narthex, take a sign and stake, and help us advertise!        

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL:  May 15 is our last day of school and Closing Celebration.  Families will join us at 10:45 

a.m. for a special program in church and lunch to follow to celebrate our school year!  Members of the  
congregation are invited to join us as well!      
 

As always, we thank the congregation for its continued support of our preschool! 
 

Mrs. Cathy Page, Preschool Director 
715-848-5511, ext. 7 
cpage@stmarkslcms.org  

St. Mark’s Lutheran  Preschool 

“News and Highlights” 

mailto:cpage@stmarkslcms.org
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Food Truck-A-Palooza 
May 19, 2024 - 11:00am - 7:00pm 

Merrill Festival Grounds 
2001 E 2nd Street, Merrill, WI 

Merrill’s Food Truck-A-Palooza!  
Food Trucks, Music, Craft and Vendor Show and  

a Cornhole Tournament. Fun for the whole family! Free Admission! 

The Gathering-Clark County Greenhouse Tour 
“Get out and enjoy this colossal, breathtaking” Clark County Bloomin’ Greenhouse Tour with The Gathering on 

Tuesday, May 14th.  
The plan for the day is to visit several greenhouses in the morning, have lunch at a local restaurant, and visit a 

few more greenhouses in the afternoon. 
We will meet at church at 9 am and then carpool to Clark County.  
To get a headcount for lunch, please RSVP to the office on or before May 8th if you plan to attend . 
Celebrate spring with us; there is something for everyone – annuals, perennials, vegetables, and so much 

more.  
The Fellowship Hall is available in the afternoon for anyone interested in getting together to play cards or 

games. 

A BIG thank you to all who donated non-perishable food items to The Neighbor’s Place. With your generosity, 
we were able to donate 254 lbs. of food!  

To the Family of St. Mark’s 

As I sit down to write this letter for the Markings, it is hard to believe it is already May.  With the first quar-
ter of 2024 in the books, I am still overwhelmed by the support each of our ministries are receiving from our 
church family. 

As you can see by the financial statements included in this Markings for the first quarter, we have had a 
very strong first three months. 

All the bills and our budgeted Missions for the first quarter have been paid.  As we enter the second quar-
ter, we will be paying the balance on the new outdoor sign, the refurbished Memorial sign and our new office 
Cannon copier and printer.  Also, the Preschool Playground Update project is underway and should be com-
pleted in the second quarter…but that is Cathy’s story to tell. 

If anyone has questions on the Financial Statements, please stop in and see me or send me an email…I 
am always ready to talk to anyone about our finances. 

I will close with a bible verse: 
“Each of us must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver”.   2 Corinthians 9:7. 

In Christ, 
Kurt Haebig 
Financial Manager 
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We are on the Web! 

http://stmarkswausau.org/ 

June MARKINGS Deadline 
The deadline for submissions for the June 
MARKINGS will be May 24th at 10am. 
Thank you! 

Find us on Facebook! 

The MARKINGS 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

600 Stevens Drive 

Wausau, WI  54401-2977 

715-848-5511 

Electronic Service Requested 

OFFICIAL ACTS— April 2024 

Received 
Nancy Zastrow 
Jacqui and Millie Nichols  

Deaths 
Veryl Holmes (passed 4/7/24) 

Patriotic Service 
Please note that there is only ONE  

service on May 26th at 9:00 am 

Date to Remember 

June 2nd: Graduation Sunday 
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