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To the Family of St. Mark’s, 
 God’s blessings to you all as we continue along through this winter season.  
Also, the season of Lent will be coming up right around the corner, as we have a 
very early Ash Wednesday this year on Valentine’s Day.  Our Lenten theme will be 
called “Be Gracious to Me” which will be based off of Psalm 41 a Psalm of King  
David.  The five Lenten themes will be Sustained in Sickness/Psalm 41:3, I Have 
Sinned/Psalm 41:4, Soon and Never/Psalm 41:5, Empty Words/ Psalm 41:6, and 
Vindication/Psalm 41:7-8.  All of these themes will be delved into further through 
accompanying Scriptures of Old and New Testament readings as well as the  
Epistles too. 
 Our latest Advent dinners went over so well with the many helping hands that 
made it all work out.  I am excited to see what the Lenten season will bring as we 
share meals together.  Holy Week may be a bit interesting this year with it falling 
during the Spring Break time of our public schools.  We may have some people 
with plans of being elsewhere.  My hope is that wherever we all end up during Holy 
Week, we are placing our focus on God and making time for Him, as our Lord is 
always been there for us. 
 We are getting closer and closer to reaching our goal for the new church sign 
out front.  As usual, many hands are making light work, and so I thank everyone 
who has helped to contribute to that effort.  I’ll be honest, our church is pretty dark 
in the front at night along Stevens Drive.  It will be nice to see some brightness with 
the new signage!  Many of the wrestlers I coach at Wausau West High School ask 
me what I do, and I tell them that I am a Pastor.  They ask where I serve, and I  
explain to them how close St. Mark’s is to the high school.  I tell them they drive by 
St. Mark’s all the time, and then they know what I am talking about.  What excites 
me most is that the new signage will make it abundantly clear to ALL people  
passing by our church who we are and what God’s Word is telling them.  It will be a 
ministry to many! 
 Momentum is really picking up for our Preschool.  The yard signs, along with 
much more word-of-mouth, has been a great benefit this year for families  
already signing up for this next year.  Cathy Page, along with Deb Cornelius and 
Michelle Berens, have been putting a lot of time and effort into the success of the 
Preschool.  Be sure to thank them all for the effort, as I am excited to see what this 
next school year will look like. 
 Blaine and I continue to guide the ministerial aspects behind the scenes.   
Midweek and Confirmation are going well with great attendance and involvement.  
We have a pretty set structure now in place that should give our young ones a  
solid foundation Scripturally, Doctrinally, and relationally with each other.  We 
simply pray that it continues to pay off more dividends down the road.  Jean  
continues to do the job she has always done in the front office, and somehow she 
keeps all the moving parts ordered and aligned.  Many channels of  
communication and information flow through her, and she handles it all so well.  
Kurt has settled into the Financial Manager position quite well too.  Kurt replaced 
Sharon Rezin, who retired this last year, and he just jumped right in and fit in well 
with everybody, so we are grateful for his new role. 

Con’t on page 6 
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Lenten Series: Be Gracious To Me 
(Please join us before Wednesday night service for food and fellowship.  Serving starts at 4:30 pm.) 

Feb. 14th: Ash Wednesday - “Mutual Consideration” / Fellowship Ministry  (Hot Turkey sandwiches) 
Feb 21st: “Sustained In Sickness” / MIA (Baked chicken, mashed potatoes, corn and Jello) 
Feb 28th: “I Have Sinned” / Son Shine Bible Study (Lasagna, manicotti, and Texas toast) 
Mar. 6th: “Soon and Never” / Band of Brothers  (TBD) 
Mar. 13th: “Empty Words” / Preschool (TBD) 
Mar. 20th: “Vindication” / Joy Bible Study (Loaded baked potatoes) 

From the Sewing Room: 

The dedicated Comfort Quilters were busy in January and the finished stack of quilts is rising  
towards the ceiling in Kurt’s office. In February, we quilt on the 6th, 21st, and 27th. A special 
sewing day will be on February 2nd at 9:00am to work on a project. 

Next year, 2025, St. Mark’s will be celebrating our 75th Anniversary as a congregation. A banner will be 
created and made to commemorate this occasion. Please consider joining a group to plan and  
create this banner. Call Joan Crisman at 715-573-9801 if you would like to be involved in this project. 

Lenten Series 
BE GRACIOUS TO ME 

Psalm 41 

God’s grace wells up in Psalm 41, where David exults in divine mercy amid his own weakness,  
powerful enemies, and treacherous friends. In this psalm, David tracks the flow of divine grace back to its 
source at the cross and, with prophetic vision, finds it springing forth in the lives of all baptized  
believers—including you.  

How has God’s grace raised you? If you haven’t been set on a royal throne or made ruler over a great 
people, maybe you’ve seen improvements in your finances or employment. Or perhaps family strife has 
been quieted. Or maybe a compassionate helper or valuable ally has entered the picture at just the right  
moment. Have you shaken off a bad illness, a bad habit, or a bad influence? If so, rejoice and thank God for 
His grace and favor!  

But if you feel like you’re sinking instead of rising, what then? Is there any comfort for the saint of God 
who looks around to find that “the waters have come up to my neck” (Psalm 69:1)?  

Lent is the ideal time to meditate on David’s ordeals and your secure position in Christ. Psalm 41  
provides the ideal guide to your meditation. If the laments of Psalm 41 call to mind your numerous  
difficulties and need for deliverance, they depict even more clearly the work by which your deliverance has 
been won.  

Because you are in Christ, you share in all things with Him, even the prophetic Word. David’s vision in 
Psalm 41 has become your reality in Christ. In the day of trouble, the Lord delivers you; the Lord  
protects you and keeps you alive; you are called blessed in the land (see Psalm 41:1–2). Press on to know 
the Lord’s suffering, death, and Word. As surely as the Lenten journey ascends to the victory of Easter, you 
shall be raised up. Read and meditate on Psalm 41. 

 
Midweek Lenten Series 

~ 3:30: Traditional ~ 4:30: Lenten Supper ~ 6:00: Contemporary 
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Meet Me at The Well 

A St. Mark’s Women’s Event focused on refreshing women in the Word of God and providing opportunities 
for connecting through conversation starters, interactive activities and strategies to equip and empower 
women to “meet at the well” even after the event. 

March 2, 2024 ~ 9 am - 3 pm 
(8:30-9:00 am check in and refreshments) 

$20 per person 

This event includes worship, guest speaker, crafts, small group fellowship, blessing of the hands, and a 
catered Mexican buffet. It is open to both members and non-members of St. Mark’s. Registration forms can 
be found in the narthex with deadline of February 16. 

“SECRET VALENTINE” REVEAL  

Thank you to everyone who took an envelope from the “Secret Valentine” tree.  The Sunday School students 
will assemble in the Fellowship Hall after the 10:30 a.m. service on February 11th.  They will be holding a paper 
with their name on it so congregation members can easily find their student.  If you are not able to be there that 
day, please leave your gift under the Valentine tree.  Thank you for sharing your love with our Sunday School 
students!  Contact Cathy Page with questions.         
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Son-Shine Bible Study 
Many new insights have been gained through our current study of select Psalms including that they are 

poetry (language used with intensity) and prayer (language used in relation to God). They help us look at our 
own lives and how we can honestly, devoutly, and faithfully live His words.  

Our February schedule will include our support of The Hagar House at the end of the month. Watch the 
bulletin for details and ways to help. 

   February 4 - Hosting Fellowship Hour 
   February 7 – Praying Our Salvation  
   February 14 – Praying Our Fear 
   February 21 – Praying Our Hate 
   February 25 – Cinnamon Roll Sale for The Hagar House 
   February 28 – Son-Shine Lenten Supper and Baked Goods Silent Auction 

We meet in the Youth Room, 1:00-2:30, on Wednesdays weather permitting. (Check with Jean in the 
church office if the weather is questionable.)  Study guides are available in class. All are welcome. 

Mission of the Month - The Hagar House 

One of St. Mark’s local missions is The Hagar House, a Christ-centered home for single 
moms with children. Their vision began in the fall of 2020 and continues to be a grace-based 
community of support, offering rest and resources to equip and empower single mothers 

and their children. The home is located in downtown Wausau on the corner of 5th Street and Fulton with 4 
families living there at this time. Currently funds are being raised to upgrade the electricity, windows, and 
insulation for the home. 

Jessica Bretl, director of The Hagar House, will join us for worship at St. Mark’s on February 25th. She 
will share current information and answer questions between services that morning. Plan now to join us. 

 In support of The Hagar House, we will be having a cinnamon roll sale that day as well, and the Son-
Shine Bible Study group will host the Lenten supper that week, an Italian Night, on February 28th. Last year 
the Baked Goods Silent Auction was so well received, that we decided to do it again with the supper that 
night. Sign-up sheets will be in the Narthex. Watch the bulletin for details. Thank you for your interest and 
support.   
For more information about The Hagar House or these opportunities, there are brochures on the  
credenza, go to their website at www.thehagarhouse.org, or talk with Sandy Flanagan, Pam Melander, or 
Lynn Schroeder  

WINTERFEST 

Friday, February 9, 2024 
6:00 - 9:00 pm 

Rothschild Pavilion 

$12 per person 

Food, music, cash bar, kids games, and more! 

http://www.thehagarhouse.org
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St. Mark’s is turning 75!  
St Mark’s is celebrating 75 years of God’s grace in 2025. Everyone is  

invited to come with excitement to a planning event to start sharing ideas on 
Thursday, February 22 at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. If you cannot make it, 
there will be more opportunities in the future. See you there.   

Loving Greetings from the Preschool Staff and Students! 

NATIONAL LUTHERAN SCHOOLS WEEK:  Our week began with Pajama Day, and 
we invited our parents to join us for our weekly Chapel service.  They stayed for 
“Donuts with Grownups” where they enjoyed donuts, coffee, and juice.  The 
grownups then assisted the preschoolers in our special service project – tying  

no-sew fleece tie blankets which we will donate to “Project Linus”.  This organization collects and donates 
handmade blankets to hospitals, shelters, and social service agencies where children are in trauma or  
seriously ill.  The school week ended with Hat Day, and unfortunately, the weather didn’t cooperate with our 
plans to go sledding on our St. Mark hill.  Our big celebration ended at church on Sunday where some of the 
preschoolers sang in church, and everyone seemed to enjoy the variety of chilis, BBQ, hot dogs, and yummy 
desserts for lunch.  Dan Kirk, The Juggler With the Yellow Shoes, provided an entertaining juggling show 
while sharing his faith story.  It was a wonderful day, and we thank everyone who attended and helped make 
it so great! 

 OPEN HOUSE:  Our Open House on January 25 was well-attended!  We were happy to meet many new  
children and their families.  Special thanks to Janet Herring and Jean Drake for welcoming our guests and 
helping at the registration table. 

ENROLLMENT:  Enrollment is now open and going well, and we expect classes to fill up quickly.  I am  
receiving many phone calls and emails each week.   If you know of families with 3 and 4 year old children, 
please be sure to tell them about us!   

ADVERTISING:  We continue to advertise our preschool in the community in various ways. 
YARD SIGNS:  Many thanks to everyone who took a yard sign to display.  They are working!  Several  

families said they checked us out online and came to our Open House because they saw our yard 
signs.  There are still some signs available so if you haven’t gotten yours yet, pick one up today!   

CITY PAGES:  We ran advertisements in the City Pages prior to our Open House and will be running some 
additional ads now that enrollment is in full-swing! 

89Q RADIO ANNOUNCEMENTS:  We were again gifted some radio announcements by a private donor, 
and we are so thankful for this! 

PLAYGROUND UPDATE:  Because of the addition of our childcare program, we are now a  
full-day preschool center.  Due to state-licensing rules, we need to update our outdoor play 
area, especially the fence.  We will be doing some fundraising, and I will again be seeking grant 
money.  Watch for further updates.   

 As always, we thank the congregation for its continued support of our preschool! 
 

Mrs. Cathy Page, Preschool Director 
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Celebrating Wisconsin  
Symphony Orchestra Concert 

Sunday, March 3, 2024 

3:00 - 5:00 PM 
First Presbyterian Church, Wausau 

Featuring works by Wisconsin composers. 

“The Gathering” - History of Downtown Wausau 

Do you remember what Third Street was like before 
the mall? Before that? 

Join us on February 27th at 12:30 in the Fellowship 
Hall, as Gary Gisselman from the Marathon County  
Historical Society will share with us the “History of 
Downtown Wausau.” 

Following the presentation, kick back, stay awhile, 
visit, and share your downtown Wausau memories. 
There will be time for cards and games following the 
presentation. 

Refreshments will be provided. Make plans to learn 
more about Downtown Wausau. 

 Between our musicians who bless us with their gifts and talents, our volunteers who help us out on Sunday, 
Wednesday, and during the week, to the leadership who works behind the scenes as Elders and Governance 
Team, our wonderful Trustees who keep this church up to date on everything, and Ken, Sue, and Carla who keep 
everything so neat and tidy...we are blessed with so many wonderful people.  I am personally just grateful and 
humble to work beside you all! 
 I will end with the words from the Apostle Paul to the church at Philippi... 
“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with 
joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this, that he who began 
a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this way about you 
all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace” 
  
Blessings, 
Pastor Eric 

https://wausausymphonyband.org/events/2023/10/1/celebrating-our-musicians-symphonic-band-concert-z7sxe-tnylx-y4ahg
https://wausausymphonyband.org/events/2023/10/1/celebrating-our-musicians-symphonic-band-concert-z7sxe-tnylx-y4ahg
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2023 Recap 

      What a year of blessings through Orphan Grain Train!  THANK YOU ALL!  The mission has remained the same 
since 1992:  Bringing Christ’s name to needy people through our material resources both far and near.  Because 
of the generous, faithful support of so many volunteers here at St. Mark’s, we are able to fulfill this mission.  
Thank you specifically to those who: 

• pack weekly on Monday mornings – sorting, labeling, and taping. 
• pick up weekly from local resale shops. 
• deliver from resale shops in Merrill, Tomahawk, Eagle River, and Rice Lake throughout the year.  
• pick-up boxes from local grocery stores. 
• pack soaps, lotions, shampoo, and health items. 
• donate medical supplies and equipment.                                                                                                                                         

Recapping  St. Mark’s OGT activities from 2023: 

•  5,261 boxes packed. 
• 4,270 volunteer hours in 2023. 
• Over 275 beautiful quilts sewn by faithful and creative quilters. 
• All shipments include blankets and quilts. What a blessing to all who receive them. 
• 100s of pillowcase dresses, shorts, and backpacks made and sent. 
• St. Mark’s members, and other churches and organizations throughout northern Wisconsin consistently  

donate needed items. 
• 444 pairs of children’s socks were donated with the help of a Thrivent Action Team. 
• 200 pairs of men’s socks donated by Weinbrenner Shoes of Merrill.  
• Vitaliy and Natalia Smolin visited St. Mark’s where they shared their ministry and challenges in Ukraine -   a  

morning that certainly touched our hearts and minds. 

Wisconsin Branch (headquartered in Westfield) highlights: 

• 19 containers sent to Ukraine, Moldova, Lithuania, Republic of Georgia, Peru, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, and South  
Sudan. 

• 34 semi-loads to missions in the United States. 
• Next to the national headquarters in Nebraska, the Wisconsin Branch is the most active in the US. 
• The new warehouse in Westfield has streamlined our packing process. 
• Two containers were sent to Maui after the fires there. 
• Each of the 6 Texas missions received 40,000 pounds of potatoes. 
• The Bush Bean Company donated 2 semis of Bush Baked Beans. 
• The Minnesota North and Wisconsin Branches sent 40,000 pounds of pinto and black beans. 
• Thousands of infant and adult diapers sent in containers. 
• Rice meals are included in almost all of our shipments. 
• Sewing machines and mobility carts donated and shipped. 

     There are many people in the world living in desperate conditions with a lack of food, clothing, and water.  
Many also don’t know Christ.  Pastors, missionaries, and Christian workers at the delivery sites get the  
opportunity to share Christ and His love through your Orphan Grain Train donations. All glory to God! 
     Thank you for your volunteer efforts, donations, and especially continued prayers for the Orphan Grain Train  
mission. Currently, our greatest needs are infants and children’s clothes. The requests out-number the supply. 

Wayne Flanagan 
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
600 Stevens Drive 
Wausau, WI  54401-2977 
715-848-5511 

Electronic Service Requested 

We are on the Web! 

http://stmarkswausau.org/ 

March MARKINGS Deadline 
The deadline to submit articles and  
announcements for the March edition of the 
MARKINGS will be February 23rd at 10am. 
Thank you! 

Find us on Facebook! 

MARKINGS Sponsors 
Sponsors are needed for October, November, 
and December issues of the MARKINGS. If you 
would like to reserve a special month, please 
contact the church office at 715-848-5511, ext. 1. 
The cost is $50.00. 

OFFICIAL ACTS -  December 2023 

RECEIVED 
Brad & Angela Bartelt, Samantha & Hayden 
Ryan & Natalie Ebert, Olivia 
Mike & Julie Henrichs 
Linda Jablonski  
Keith & Sarah Kaufman, Liam  
David Sargent 
Lisa Sattler & Hailey 
Clark & Kathy Schuette  
Pat & Jenelle Thompson 
Nathan & Sarah Zuelke, Lianna, William, Drew  

CAMP LUTHER summer registration is now 
open. Visit https://campluther.com/summer for 
more information.  
 

Please contact Kurt in the office if you need  
assistance paying for camp. 

https://campluther.com/summer
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