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To the Family of St. Mark’s,
I recently did a devotion in the sanctuary for our preschool children concerning the upcoming Thanksgiving Holiday. I read the children a book that I had not read in a long time, and I had forgotten how
much I enjoyed this particular book. The book is titled The Giving Tree
by Shel Silverstein. It is an older book actually written in 1964, but it has
this simple, tragic, and beautiful story of a relationship between a boy
and a tree.
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The story starts out with emphasizing how much this tree loved
a little boy. It loved the little boy so much that it simply found joy and
happiness in giving what it could for the sake of the little boy. The tree
gave its leaves for the boy to play in. The boy would climb on its trunk,
swing from its branches, eat its apples, and play all sort of games with
the tree. When the boy was tired he would rest in its shade. The boy
loved the tree and the tree loved the boy!
Now as a reader you are getting all caught up in this lovely and
cute little relationship the tree and the boy have together. The tree
gives of itself for the sake of the relationship with the little boy solely
out of love, and the boy loves the tree for that very reason. It is at this
point that the story starts to pass through time much more quickly, as
you see the boy growing as time goes by.
The boy begins to mature and pretty soon he has a girlfriend and
other things occupying his time, and the tree is left alone waiting for
the boy to come back. When the boy did come back it wasn’t out of
love or concern for the tree. The boy came back because he needed
things that he hoped the tree could give him. The boy said, “I need
money,” so the tree gave him all of her apples to sell. The boy said, “I
need a house for my wife and children,” so the tree gave the boy all her
branches to build a house. The boy said, “I need a boat to go far away
from here,” so the tree gave up her trunk to build a boat.
Now as I was reading this story a couple of things went through
my mind. The first thing is that kid who became a man is an ungrateful
punk who doesn’t appreciate how truly giving the tree is. The second is
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that the tree’s sole purpose in life is to give and keep giving out of love, even in spite of the love not being
reciprocated back. The story ends with the boy as an old man who simply just needed a stump the rest
on, because that was all he could do. The tree was still happy to give what it could for boy, and the story
ends with them together.
I think the reason I love this story even more today than when I was a child is that I think parenting
gives us glimpse of what this tree experiences. I was not nearly as thankful to my own parents growing
up as I am now, simply because I am a parent. As a parent you give much more than you receive, as your
parents did for you. It is the beautiful expression of unconditional love, even if that is for children who
can sometimes be selfish, ungrateful, and preoccupied only with themselves.
Multiply that understanding by how our Father and His Son can at times consider us. If we could
catalog the wonderful moments of our lives, every moment, and every experience...what have we done
to ever deserve any of it? Sometimes life doesn’t go as we expect. Sometimes we don’t get what we
want. Sometimes we get distracted with our lives in comparison to others. Sometimes we lose sight of
what a truly Giving God we have.
You want the True Giving Tree, then look no further than the cross. This Thanksgiving truly consider all the blessings you have alone in this life. Consider all the blessings you have experienced throughout
your life. Consider that on top of all the blessings given to you by God, that He still gave His Son for you.
Our God gives even in spite of our ability to be ungrateful children. Maybe seeing our lives through the
giving and loving nature of God will shed some light on how thankful we all should be?
Yours in Christ,
-Pastor EricVerses to meditate on for our upcoming Advent theme on WAITING
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame.
Let not my enemies exult over me.
Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame.
Make me to know your ways, O Lord;
teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all the day long.
May integrity and uprightness preserve me,
for I wait for you.
Redeem Israel, O God,
out of all his troubles.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame.
Let not my enemies exult over me.
Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame.

(Wednesday, 12/2/2020)
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

1

Jacque Bailey
Allison Bisgrove
Nicole Prahl

2

Nathen Mesalk

3

Renee Krautkramer

4 Doug Kratt
5

Hudson Voigt

6 Jacob Emon
Justice Gutowski
7

Amy Kopetzky
Marisol Naranjo
Terry Winter

8 Brian Bielen
Ken Borchardt
Gail Martinez
Trevor Peck
Madison Prochnow
Craig Rezin
9 Dawn Bohm
Judy Walters

14 Dale Krueger
15 Conner Anklam
Carol Haffemann
Cole Kennedy
Mary Ann Martin
Gordon Zinkowich
16 Alexander Holzem
Becky Hummer
Jon Janz
Mateo Kniess
Chad Simon
Matt Viegut
17 Morgan Larson
18 Austin Hursh
Jenny Wiedenhoeft
19 Jeff Barton
Paula Hintz
Rich Klein
Ken Parsch

24 Lynn Geier
Karen Giese
25 Erv Ziegel
26 Claire Laduron
Jeff Michaud
Lydia Shewmake
27 Lynn Gabriel
28 Clint Smith
29 Brian Borchardt
Beth Holzem
Clark Schalow
30 Marlene Czeshinski
Noel Lange
Kay Pope
Gayle Wald
31 Elaine Holbrook

20 Troy Plautz

10 Michelle Brandt

21 Matt Nelson

Josh & Jennifer Graf

12/12/2010

11 Claire Heindel

22 Chloe Beam
Brad Behrens
Gavin Svacina
Linda Wix

Tom & Tracy Radenz

12/15/1995

Lee & Fran Belmas
Travis & Tracie Wills

12/21/1974
12/27/1996

Gary & Barb Langbecker

12/28/1974

Wayne & Sandy Flanagan

12/29/1973

David & Janet Harmon

12/30/1972

12 Donna Blaubach
Jerry Czeshinski
Delores Rusch
13 Mitchell Leopold
Lisa Peck
Wanda Woehlert

23 Jonathon Gutowski
Irene Lamont
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Renting at St. Mark’s
Need space for your upcoming party? Getting married? You are able to rent out
space at St. Mark’s! Please call the office at 715-848-5511 to check our calendar and
to get request form. Please see below for pricing.
St. Mark’s Members
Fellowship Hall
Kitchen (for food prep)
Classrooms
Additional classrooms
Custodian *
*Required for all events

Non- Members

$50.00
$30.00
$25.00
$20.00
$50.00

Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall
Kitchen (for food prep)
Classrooms
Additional classrooms
Custodian *
*Required for all events

$200.00
$100.00
$30.00
$25.00
$20.00
$50.00

Join us for Quilting!
December 1st from 9:00 am - 11:30 am

Skip the envelopes—sign up for SIMPLY GIVING
Would you rather skip the envelopes and give electronically? This is an additional savings to the
church! By ordering less envelopes we can use that savings in other areas. A simple solution is to give
through SIMPLY GIVING, an automatic offering option which has a link on St. Mark’s website at
www.stmarkswausau.org or you can call the office and talk to Sharon in bookkeeping and get set up.
It’s fast and easy! Thank you to all who support St. Mark’s through your offerings each week

2021 Offering Envelopes
The envelopes have arrived and will be set out for pick up on November 29th in the
Fellowship Hall. Also, those who are signed up for Simply Giving will not be receiving envelopes. However, we will provide specialty envelopes (Ash Wednesday,
Maundy Thursday, Lent, Advent, etc.) if you request them. Please call the office at
715-848-5511 and talk to Sharon or Jean if you would like these envelopes.
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Preschool News
The Preschool classes prepared for Thanksgiving by learning about the first
Thanksgiving, making turkeys and worshiping together. Each child brought fruit
and shared a “friendship fruit bowl” with popcorn for snack.
We hope that your Thanksgiving was a time of thankfulness to God for His abundant Blessings!
The children are preparing for our Christmas program - “Happy Birthday Jesus” and learning about the
true meaning of Christmas - the Birth of Jesus - our Lord and Savior.

Christmas Decorating
It’s that time of the year again! Please mark your calendars to help decorate the
church for Christmas on Tuesday, December 1st at 3:00 pm. This year, due to Covid
concerns, there will not be a pizza supper afterwards.
Masks are required. We also ask that you respect the social distancing guidelines.
Christmas Eve and Day Service Sign Up
We would like to get an idea of how many people we can expect at our Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day services. We are asking you to sign up so we can get a rough estimate of how
many people to expect at each service. Please write your family name and put an “X” under
the service(s) you are attending this year. Also indicate the number of people that we can expect. The sign up sheet is located by the doors on the podium that usually holds our Visitor
Register.
Please note that this is for estimating purposes only! If plans change, feel free to cross your name off the
list or give the office a call.

The MARKINGS

Page 6

Wednesday Advent Worship
Plan now to prepare for Christmas in the best way possible...by attending our special Midweek Advent
services each Wednesday ( December 2,9,16), 6:00 - 6:45 pm (no communion).

Holiday Service Schedules
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services:
2:00 pm Contemporary / No H/C

(Live Stream)

4:00 pm Festival Service / No H/C

(Recorded)

6:00 pm Festival Service with Holy Communion
Christmas Day:

9:00 am Festival Carol Service with Holy Communion

December 27th:

9:00 am Traditional Christmas Carol Service

New Year’s Eve:

No Services

New Year’s Day:

No Services

Beginning December 1st
Each evening, read 1 chapter of
The Book of Luke in the Bible.
There are 24 chapters.
On Christmas Eve, you will have
read the whole account of
Jesus’s life and wake up on
Christmas Morning knowing
Who and Why we
Celebrate Christmas.

The office will close at
noon on Christmas Eve
and will reopen on
December 28th at 8:30 am
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Verses to meditate on for our upcoming Advent theme on HEARING

Wednesday, 12/9/2020

Say to the daughter of Zion,
“Behold, your salvation comes.”
The Lord will cause his majestic voice to be heard,
and you shall have gladness of heart.
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
Restore us, O God;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!
Turn again, O God of hosts!
Look down from heaven, and see.
But let your hand be on the man of your right hand,
the son of man whom you have made strong for yourself!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Say to the daughter of Zion,
“Behold, your salvation comes.”
The Lord will cause his majestic voice to be heard,
and you shall have gladness of heart.

Verses to meditate on for our upcoming Advent theme on REJOICING

Wednesday, 12/16/2020

Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, Rejoice.
Let your reasonableness be known to everyone.
The Lord is at hand.
Lord, you were favorable to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your people;
you covered all their sin.
Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to folly.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, Rejoice.
Let your reasonableness be known to everyone.
The Lord is at hand.
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Find us on Facebook!

We are on the Web!
http://stmarkswausau.org/

January MARKINGS Deadline
The deadline to submit articles and announcements for the January edition of the
MARKINGS will be December 29th at noon.
Thank you!

Flower Chart
The 2021 Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin
board in the narthex. Please sign up to reserve
your special day.

Markings Sponsors
Sponsors are needed for the upcoming issues of
the Markings. Currently we have a sponsor for
January & February 2021. If you would like to
reserve a special date, please contact the church
office at 715-848-5511. Cost is $50.00

OFFICIAL ACTS— November 2020
RECEIVED
Brad & Julie Bollman
James & Jenny Dailey
Kim & Ashley Downing, Ava, Emma & Maya
Ken Lemons & Elaine Klockziem
Brenda Schmidt
DEATHS
Art Borchardt (funeral 11/7/20)
RELEASED
Jeff, Jill, Matthew & Carly Michaud (peaceful release
11/9/20)

Mon

21
8:00 OGT
9:30 Staff Meeting
11:30 Noon Optimists

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

5

Sat

Pastor’s Family
Day

Pastor’s Family
Day

OFFICE CLOSED

(Festival Service with
Holy Communion)

19

25
26
CHRISTMAS DAY
ONE 9 am SERVICE

18

11
12
Dry Run of Confirmand
questions at 6 pm

Pastor’s Family
Day

4

2PM, 4PM, 6PM

Noon

Office Closed at

New Year’s Eve
NO Service

31

24
CHRISTMAS EVE

17

10

3
6:30 Autism Society

23

30
NO Service
NO Midweek

NO Service
NO Midweek

Preschool Christmas
Program

16
6:00 Worship no H/C
6:45 Midweek

9
6:00 Worship no H/C
6:45 Midweek

2
6:00 Worship no H/C
6:45 Midweek

8
6:00 MIA Bible Study

29
6:00 MIA Bible Study

22
6:00 MIA Bible Study

14
15
8:00 OGT
6:00 MIA Bible Study
9:30 Staff Meeting
11:30 Noon Optimists
5:30 Governance Team

7
8:00 OGT
9:30 Staff Meeting
11:30 Noon Optimists

1
6:00 MIA Bible Study
9:00 Quilting
3:00 Christmas
Decorating

DECEMBER 2020
Sun
Cable Channel 980
Worship Times:
Tuesday: 11:00 am
Wednesday: 6:00 pm
Thursday: 7:00 am
6 CONTEMPORARY
8:00 Worship
9:15 Sun School / Bible
Study
10:30 Worship
6:00 The Bridge
13 ADVENT HYMN SING
8:00 Worship
9:15 Sun School / Bible
Study
10:30 Worship
6:00 The Bridge
20 CONTEMPORARY
8:00 Worship
9:15 Sun School / Bible
Study
10:30 Worship
6:00 The Bridge

27 TRADITIONAL
28
Christmas Carol Service 8:00 OGT
9:30 Staff Meeting

9:00 Worship

Office Closed
at 3 pm

